
Mona Vale Raiders Grading Policy Statement 
 
Why are we implementing a grading policy in our club? 
 
The Manly Warringah District Junior Rugby League (MWJRL) competition rules state that where 
there are enough teams in a particular age group to form 2 or more divisions, then those divisions 
will be graded according to ability. That is the 1st division will include teams considered of the 
highest ability and so forth.  
 
What this generally means for Mona Vale is that if we have enough registered players to form 2 or 
more teams in a particular age group, then the “maroon”, or first team is selected to participate in 
the 1st division. The 2nd team, the “white” team, will generally participate in the 2nd division. Should 
we have a 3rd team entered, then that “blue” team will generally participate in the 3rd division. If a 
3rd division does not exist, that team will participate in the 2nd division. 
 
Because of these competition rules, many of our young players find that they are competing 
against teams of different ability.  
 
By grading players from a certain age group it provides them with the opportunity to: 

• be in (and play against) teams with other players of similar attitude and ability, 
• have an equal opportunity to participate, and 
• have an equal opportunity to contribute to the team's performance. 

These conditions provide the best opportunity for development of football and team skills and 
enjoyment through participation and achievement. 
 
 
What will be our guiding principles for grading? 
 
The Mona Vale Junior Rugby League Football Club is a family oriented sports club. We believe in 
promoting participation in our game, equal opportunity for all players, development of football and 
team skills and above all, enjoyment of the game. 
 
The Club believes that placing players in a grade appropriate to their skill level plays a significant 
role in achieving these objectives. The grading policy aims to promote these objectives, and is not 
about winning. 
 
The Club recognises that individual players have different motivations for playing football ranging 
from highly competitive to social recreation. Through appropriate grading and player placement 
the Club aims to cater for all players and believes that everyone can benefit from the grading 
process. 
 
Whilst the Club encourages all players to take part in the grading/player placement process, it is 
not compulsory. Players will have the opportunity to play with friends in non-graded teams 
whenever this is possible in conjunction with the grading process. 
 
Players who choose not to be graded may be placed in a lower division team. 

Which teams or age groups will be graded? 

U6 to U9 the responsibility of team selection lies with the Club Committee and the 
coaches. Where 2 or more teams exist in an age group, teams should be selected to be roughly 
equal in ability. However, at this age it is acceptable to place players in teams with their friends or 



school-mates.  The key goal with these teams is for players to learn the skills of the game and to 
have fun. 

Player Grading: Under 10’s to Under 18’s 

• Teams will be nominated to Junior League by the Club Secretary after consulting the Registrar, 
Grading Committee and coaches of each age group.  

 
• Mona Vale will not generally aspire to nominate 2 ‘Division 1’ Grade teams. However, where 

there is a clear and definite indication that another team within the age group is capable of 
playing in the ‘Division 1’ Grade competition, consideration may be given for nomination of a 2nd

 

team in the ‘Division 1’ Grade.  
 
• In regard to ‘Division 2’ grade competitions, and where more than one team exists, players will 

be distributed evenly so that each team has a player base with similar abilities and skills.  
 
• If Junior League holds a ‘Division 3’ grade competition, and where two non first division teams 

exist, Mona Vale will nominate that one of these teams to play in the ‘Division 3’ Grade 
competition. The higher standard players will be selected for the ‘Division 2’ Grade team with 
the remainder selected in the ‘Division 3’Grade team. 

 
• In the event that Junior League dictates that a team is to be moved to a different division (either 

upwards or downwards), the composition of the previously graded team will be maintained. 
Generally, if a team drops from the ‘Division 1’s to the ‘Division 2’s’, no further re-grading will 
occur to facilitate the equal distribution of talent amongst the ‘Division 2’ teams. However, the 
General Committee as discretionary measure, will consider any application for making the 
teams even (if requested).  

 
• A player that registers after the grading process has been completed will be graded in a team at 

the discretion of the Grading Committee.  
 
What is the process we will follow? 
 
Towards the end of the registration process it should be apparent the number of teams that will 
make up an individual age group. On that basis the grading process will commence. 
 
A Provisional Coach will be appointed to co-ordinate the training sessions of each age group. He 
may be assisted by other coaches (Assistant Coaches) who have also nominated for a team within 
that age group. During the grading process the Provisional Coach is to train the entire squad 
together. 
 
During this period 2 members of the Grading Committee will liaise with the Provisional Coach and 
other coaches to discuss the skills and abilities of all players. They will draw upon the feed back 
provided in the previous years, training performances and any trial matches. The 2 members of 
the Grading Committee will be expected to be in attendance and view all games.  
 
In trial matches, all players will have the opportunity of an equal amount of time on the field to 
demonstrate their skills and abilities in a game situation. At the completion of each trial game the 2 
members of the Grading Committee and the coaches will further liaise and discuss the players 
abilities. It may be that further internal or external trials are required to finalise the grading process.  
 
At the completion of the grading process, the Provisional Coach and other coaches will be asked 
to nominate the players they feel are worthy of inclusion in the top ‘Division 1’ Grade side. This 
team should be generally consistent with the views of the Grading Committee members and reflect 
a general team balance in relation to playing positions. The Grading Committee may elect not to 



endorse the team where they believe any overwhelmingly inaccurate inclusions or exclusions 
exist. Where consensus between the Coaches and the Grading Committee is achieved, that team 
will be supported and forwarded to the Executive for endorsement.  
 
Those players not selected in the ‘Division 1’ Grade team(s) will form the ‘Division 2’ Grade 
team(s). Where more than one team has been nominated for the ‘Division 2’ Grade, the Coaches 
will select teams that are equal in ability. These teams should be consistent with the views of the 
Grading Committee members. Where consensus between the Coaches and the Grading 
Committee is achieved, those teams will be supported and forwarded to the Executive for 
endorsement.  
 
Any conflict regarding the composition of the teams between the Grading Committee and Coaches 
will be referred to the Club Committee for resolution and the decision of the Club Committee will 
be considered final. 
 
‘Division 1 Grade’ team(s) will initially be selected with a full compliment of players plus two 
reserves. Where there are sufficient numbers, ‘Division 2 Grade’ teams will be selected with 2 
reserves. The number of reserve players should be even across the age group. Where there are 
below four (6) reserves over the age group, the ‘Division 1’ Grade team will have the advantage of 
having more than 2 reserves. If there are more than four (6) reserves over the age group, they will 
be evenly shared among the teams. It will also be expected that during the year if the ‘Division 1 
Grade’ is short of players they will draw on the excesses of the ‘Division 2 Grade’. This will also 
give the better players in the ‘Division 2 Grade’ exposure to ‘Division 1 Grade’ competition.  
 
During the competition season special or extenuating circumstances may arise where it is either, 
the opinion of the player, the player’s parents or guardian, the coach or the Grading Committee 
that a player be moved up or down a grade. In these circumstances, where consensus between 
the various parties is achieved, the change should be made, and that notification of change is to 
be forwarded to the Executive for endorsement. If agreement cannot be reached by the various 
parties, then the matter is to be referred to the Club Committee for resolution and the decision of 
the Club Committee will be considered final. 
  
 
Important information we will continue to uphold 
 
Note that this policy is about the grading of players and will not alter our registration policy, which 
is: 
 

• Under 6’s to under 17 Age groups. Registration priority will always be given to those players 
that played the previous year and have registered for the new season on or before the final club 
registration date. 

 
• Under 19’s to Open Age groups. Registration priority will always be given to those players who 

have registered for the new season on or before the final club registration date. 
 


